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Introduction:
· Professor Patrick Messerlin, Institut d'Etudes Politiques de Paris; Consultant to the World Bank

Commentators: 

· Sir John Marsh CBE, Emeritus Professor, Department of Agricultural and Food Economics, University of Reading

· Anastassios Haniotis, Deputy Chef de Cabinet, Commissioner Franz Fischler (Anastassios.Haniotis@cec.eu.int)

· Rt Hon Francis Maude, MP, former UK Treasury Minister
Rapporteur:

                              Mark Howard, Farmer.

Main Issues:

· Failure to get an agreement at Cancun last September changed the dynamics of  world trade politics. No longer does the pace of world liberalisation depend only on the "locomotive effect" of the more advanced economies in the West. New emerging nations (notably Brazil, China, India and Mexico) are now key to any renewed effort to open international markets to freer trade.

· This shift implies that progess in opening Western agricultural markets to the products of emerging nations will, more than ever, be a precondition to further progress.

· How do proposed CAP reforms fit into this picture? 

· Are they likely to satisfy the demands and expectations of the new third world economic players? 

· How far should we agree to go in opening up Western food markets to world competition? 

· What will EU and US farmers produce if free trade extends fully to agriculture?

· Will CAP issues hamper further progress towards greater liberalisation?
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