EUROPEAN IDEAS NETWORK

A lunch meeting in the European Parliament, Brussels.

Tuesday 10 June 2003 12.30 – 15.00

“How to address labour reform?”

The debate will be initiated by introductions from:

Prof Tito Boeri of Bocconi University 

“Labour Market reforms – the challenge to overcome fear of change.”

-The Italian Experience

-Power politics and unionisation

-Scope for structural reform in the EU

Michael Dicks, Chief Economist Lehman Brothers

“Causes of unemployment – getting the Lisbon targets back on the rails”

· Taxes and benefits

· Active labour market policies

· How to halve unemployment levels

Dr. Bert Twaalfhoven, CEO Indivers

“ Job creation – what entrepreneurs need”

· Creating enterprises that create jobs

· Education and job creation

· Policies that help and policies that hinder 

The introductions will be followed by comments from MEPs and guests, moderated by Dirk Hudig, Chairman of the Job Creation Working Group. Richard Hume-Rothery will be rapporteur and summarise the output for the platform for the Job Creation Session at the EIN summer university to be held at El Escorial in Spain 11-13 September.

