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Scenarios for the EU Constitutional Future

Chairman:                Alexander Stockton MEP, EPP-ED Group.

Introduction:
Frank Vibert, Director of the European Policy Forum, London 

Commentators: 

· Dr Werner Mussler, Economics Editor, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 

· Joszef Szajer MP, Head of the Hungarian EPP-ED Delegation of Observers.

· Dr Ben Crum, Research Fellow, Center for European Policy Studies 

Rapporteur:              Dr. Michael Wohlgemuth, Walter Eucken Institute,                       Freiburg.

Main Issues
The failure of EU heads of state to reach an agreement on the Convention’s draft constitution may have seriously affected the prospects of co-ordination and integration within a larger Union. Alternative scenarios are now being widely discussed as to where the Union is heading and how it should proceed. 

What changes to the constitutional draft can be expected if upcoming negotiations  come to a conclusion? What changes would be advisable from a normative point of view of enhanced democracy, accountability and transparency of EU politics?

What would / should happen if a more or less re-drafted constitutional proposal fails to win support either in upcoming IGCs or in subsequent referenda?

What will be the likely impact of the impending enlargement of the EU on the effective workability, coherence and democratic control of EU politics? Is the establishment of a “Super Commissioner” a useful idea in this respect?

What are the risks and the opportunities of current proposals of a “core Europe”, “variable geometry” or “flexible, multi-speed integration”? Are there models of voluntary enhanced co-operation that satisfy the needs for both: democratic accountability and political-economic efficiency?
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EIN 

· James Elles , MEP, Vice-President EPP-ED Group
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